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When you think of 19t
century English Literature, one
name will surely stand out and
that is Jane Austen. Although
living most of her life towards
the end of the 18t century,
her works were not published
until the early 19t century.
People will disagree about
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which of her novels is the best,

but almost all will agree that a

stfrong contender is Pride and Prejudice. Cer-
tainly for me, it is not only my favourite Austen
novel, but probably one of my favourite novels
of any author.

In some ways, the story is very simple. It's
about marriage, and desire to get married to
someone and, in some cases, anyone! The
focus is mainly on one family called the Ben-
nets. This family is not particularly rich but they
are content in most things. There is a problem
though, and that is Mr and Mrs Bennet have
five daughters and no son. The story explains
what happens to three of these daughters,
and focuses particularly on one, Elizabeth Ben-

writes about two
other ideas: pride
and prejudice. In

Pride and Prejudice

Jane Austen some way, each

Pearson Education of the main char-

acters the story

REMERTHE have either pride
BENE 837.7 AU #t or prejudice or

both. But ali-
hough they think they can see these things in
others, they can't see it in themselves. Be-
cause of this, they make mistakes and misun-
derstand people. Perhaps, though, the point
Austen is making is that it's important to not
only understand the character of other peo-
ple but also your own character - its strengths
and weaknesses. In the story only two people
begin to really understand themselves and as
a result find the possibility of love and happi-
ness.
Perhaps, the story sounds complicated and

very serious but it isn't In fact, it's very easy to
read (and reread) and funny too. Please enjoy
reading this book. You can read it as the origi-

net. nal, in Japanese or as a Penguin Graded
Besides the theme of marriage, Austen also Reader. CLIFEXAEFFE Noholas WALTERS
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