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The Stand
by Stephen King
(Anchor)

REERTE
KEFFE 9337 K

As the pandemic forced people into lock-
downs over the past 2 years, one positive
outcome was an increase in book sales and
reading time as people settled in to reread
old favorites or pick up something new. One
novel which consistently found itself talked
about and shunted around conspiracy theory
sites was The Stand, by Stephen King, first
published back in 1980. A sprawling novel
set in the 1980’s, it has remained a fan fa-
vorite for over 40 years and garnered new
fans as this story- of a viral pandemic wiping
out 99% of the world's population- eerily
mirrored what contemporary readers were
actually living through, albeit thankfully, on a
much less dangerous scale.

The story begins in 1980’s America, when
an accident at a bio-warfare laboratory
opens a Pandora’s box of lethal influenza,
agonizingly killing almost everyone within
weeks, destroying all law and order and
plunging America and the world into a post -
apocalyptic nightmare. We come to see that
the survivors we are introduced to — Frannie,
Harold, Nick, Nadine, Larry, Glen, Tom,
Ralph, Stu among others — fall into 2
groups : the ‘good’ and the ‘bad’. Not only
do the survivors have to endure the horror
of the pandemic itself and its aftermath, but
King adds elements of the supernatural and
biblical to the story, raising the stakes for
the characters and the sense of suspense for
the reader. All of the characters have
dreamed of a very old woman called Mother
Abigail, who calls them to her in Nebraska
with a message from God, and so it is that
the characters meet up during various points

of their journey there. But their dreams are
also haunted by the dark man; the faceless
man; ‘the walkin dude’, also known as Ran-
dal Flagg, who may well be the devil in blue
jeans. Some of these characters will choose
to side with Flagg and his growing commu-
nity in Las Vegas despite the fear and cruci-
fixions that take place there. The others try
to build a free state in Colorado, but a stand
between the two groups must inevitably take
place.

What makes this book still rate 4.3 from
over 680,000 reviews on the internet, is
that King is the master of storytelling. He
never set out to reinvent the literary art
form, so he writes in a way that is accessible
to everyone. He paints characters we recog-
nize, who we can relate to and understand
through their backstories. We become emo-
tionally invested in what happens to them,
quite happy to keep turning all 1300 pages
of the uncut version to that last page. And
what does happen in the end ? Flagg, Larry,
Ralph and all of Las Vegas are wiped out in
a nuclear explosion. Stu is unhappy with the
decisions being made in the free state and
leaves with Frannie, his love, and her baby.
And so, just as when Pandora’s box un-
leashed all the evils of the world, the last
thing in it was hope, Stu and Frannie start a
new life in Maine, have a child together and
hope for a new and better future. Alas, the
final chapter in the book sees Flagg awaken/
reborn somewhere, worshipped as a god by
the people there and waiting to take his
place among men and create chaos and fear
once more.

The Stand is a roller-coaster ride of a story
with characters we come to know very well,
and maybe with a message our post pan-
demic world could heed : learn from past
mistakes and choose wisely in the future.

Department of Education and Psychology
Associate professor

Louise Kennedy Nakamura
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The American Reader : words that moved a nation
edited by Diane Ravitch

N TFAVAEDOEFREMRTALEZEN LIS EDIREE
SHESTDHE

The Forgotten Garden
by Kate Morton

| 5O EHARDON. BOHELTHh=01E 2 ELMK
BRI TEP oYL EARNERBEETEDOELND

H, BoYELIZBLWEREDRZAILIZIZED NS,

Thé First Phone Call from Heavén
by Mitch Albom

| HEARAFALEETDALNKRENSEFEDL

\lm h FTE R SREMERNT S08. HANVR |

.Iust like Heaven
by Marc Levy

HIAABLETRA—NIRREADEZIATEN
fzo LN R ZISHEH A B THRETICWVDDIET -
L 2L T L IE R BT OERIC,
ITESRB?




geestsesonn g

Thirteen Reasons Why
by Jay Asher
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